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Dear 
Accreditation visit to the WHO National Polio Laboratory, Tallinn, 9-10 June 2026, visit outcome summary

As part of the WHO accreditation procedure, the national polio laboratory of your country located at the Health Board of Estonia, Tallinn (Head of Laboratory Dr. Oksana Joamets), as a member of the WHO Global Polio Laboratory Network, was assessed by the WHO Regional Office for Europe (see our previous communication from 4 March 2026). Based on the results of this review, which took place during the on-site assessment in 9-10 June 2026, I am pleased to inform you that this laboratory has confirmed its full accreditation as the WHO national polio laboratory in Estonia for 2026 and 2027 for virus isolation and intratypic differentiation. Additionally, based on its successful performance in the recent WHO External Quality Assessments (EQA) for poliovirus detection in environmental sources, the laboratory is now also fully accredited for conducting environmental monitoring for poliovirus.

The laboratory continues to demonstrate strong technical capacity and commitment to maintaining high-quality standards in its operations. Its successful performance in the WHO EQA for poliovirus detection in environmental sources, along with its full accreditation, highlights the team’s competence and dedication.

All detailed technical information and recommendations have been shared with the laboratory using the WHO Global Polio Laboratory Network Management System platform.

From our side, we remain committed to supporting this laboratory. We can assist in training staff in the latest and emerging poliovirus diagnostic methods currently undergoing WHO validation. In addition, we will continue to provide poliovirus diagnostic reagents and EQA reference materials. 

Finally, we extend our sincere appreciation to the entire laboratory staff and the senior management of the Health Board of Estonia for their excellent preparation and warm hospitality during the assessment visit. 

I would also like to thank you personally for your ongoing support of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative and to congratulate the staff of the laboratory on the successful outcome of the assessment. 
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